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Main description

In 2003, Frank Gohlke and Joel Sternfeld were commissioned to photograph one of the densest
concentrations of ethnic diversity in the world, the borough of Queens in New York City. After more
than a year of photographing everything from corner bodegas to the borough’s boundaries, Gohlke
and Sternfeld had not only captured the complicated dynamic that sustains Queens and its myriad
communities; they had also evolved a unique theory of landscape photography in which landscape is
a visible manifestation of the invisible emotions of its inhabitants. The collection inherits the strength
of each photographer’s eye. Gohlke’s Queens consists of streets, houses, fences, gardens, parklands,
shorelines, and waste spaces, the territory where human arrangement contends endlessly with the
forces that undo it: unruly vegetation, weather, rot, decay, and the “creative destruction” of a
voracious commercial culture. Sternfeld focuses on the indigenous shops, restaurants, mosques and
temples that make a walk in Queens feel like a walk in Thailand, India or Peru. In conjunction with an
essay by the acclaimed writer Suketu Mehta, this book is a powerful instrument for understanding a
landscape that seems to defy interpretation.

Biography

Frank Gohlke was born in Wichita Falls, Texas, in 1942. In 1967 he abandoned the study of literature
to become a photographer, encouraged in his decision by Walker Evans, who saw his first
photographs, and Paul Caponigro, with whom he studied informally at his home in Connecticut.
Gohlke has received two fellowships from the Guggenheim Foundation, two from the National
Endowment for the Arts, and a Fulbright Research Grant to Kazakhstan in 2013—14. His work has
been exhibited and collected internationally, including three solo shows at the Museum of Modern
Art. Gohlke’s books include Measure of Emptiness (1992), Mount St. Helens (2005), Accommodating
Nature (2007) and Thoughts on Landscape (2009).

Joel Sternfeld was born in New York City in 1944. He has received numerous awards including two
Guggenheim Fellowships, a Prix de Rome and the Citibank Photography Award. Sternfeld’s books
published by Steidl include American Prospects (2003), Sweet Earth (2006), Oxbow Archive (2008)
and First Pictures (2011). A Book of Resemblances is forthcoming
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