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Main description

Redlands weaves together an intimate sequence of photographs and a short story by Philip Brookman, set in California, Mexico and New York City during the unsettled decades of the 1960s and 1970s. Brookman uses fiction and images from his own photographic diaries to create a first-person account of Kip, an artist who wanders back and forth between farmworkers and poets—between California and New York—seeking the meaning of his mother’s death. When Kip learns that he can’t trust the eyewitness accounts of his sister, he picks up a camera to find meaning in his own experience. By juxtaposing the oppositional strategies of fiction and documentary practice to find an invented narrative, Redlands questions the veracity of logical observation and embraces the poetry of the real world.

I asked what he thought of California. He said the beauty didn’t fool him. So I told him to visit Redlands and spend some time with the fruit pickers, and then stop by the rail yards after sunset to blow the seeds off dandelions and watch them float away in the wind. He wrote that down in his notebook.
Philip Brookman
Biography
Philip Brookman is a curator, photographer, filmmaker and writer. He is Chief Curator and Head of Research at the Corcoran Gallery of Art, Washington, D.C. Brookman’s books, essays and documentaries concern issues of modern photography, media, culture, family and visual arts. Brookman has organized major exhibitions with photographers Robert Frank, Jim Goldberg, Sally Mann and Gordon Parks, among others. He is the author of Helios: Eadweard Muybridge in a Time of Change (Steidl, 2010).
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