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Main	description	

The	starting	point	for	Evelyn	Hofer’s	New	York is	the	1965	book	New	York	Proclaimed,	which	
features	an	in-depth	essay	by	V.	S.	Pritchett	and	photos	by	Hofer,	and	enjoyed	great	popularity	
upon	its	original	publication.	New	York	Proclaimed	is	an	example	of	Hofer’s	perhaps	most	
important	body	of	work,	her	city	portraits:	books	that	present	comprehensive	prose	texts	by	
renowned	authors	alongside	her	self-contained	visual	essays	with	their	own	narratives.	The	
newly	conceived	New	York	focuses	on	Hofer’s	photos	of	the	1960s	as	well	as	until	now	
unpublished	images	from	the	early	1970s.	

In	Hofer’s	photos	of	the	street	and	(semi-)public	spaces,	people	and	architecture	become	
symbols	of	a	particular	time	and	place.	She	immersed	herself	in	New	York	society	and	captured	
these	aspects	of	the	everyday—inconspicuous	and	subtle,	yet	all	the	more	enduring	for	being	
so—in	images	that	invariably	reflect	the	zeitgeist.	New	York contains	a	new	essay	by	John	
Haskell	which	posits	possible	stories	behind	Hofer’s	photos	and	draws	connections	between	
images	taken	over	the	course	of	ten	years.	

Biography	

Born	in	1922	in	Marburg,	Evelyn	Hofer	grew	up	in	Switzerland	and	Spain.	She	completed	
photographic	apprenticeships	in	Basel	and	Zurich	before	studying	under	Hans	Finsler,	and	in	
1946	settled	in	New	York.	Hofer’s	career	took	a	decisive	turn	with	her	photos	for	Mary	
McCarthy’s	The	Stones	of	Florence	(1959);	books	on	London,	Spain,	New	York,	Washington	and	
Dublin	followed,	as	well	as	Emerson	in	Italy	(1989).	In	the	1970s	Hofer	focused	on	society-
related	subjects	and	published	photo-essays	in	Life	and	the	New	York	Times	Magazine.	She	also	
photographed	public	figures,	interiors	for	magazines,	and	in	later	life	primarily	personal	
subjects.	Hofer	died	in	Mexico	City	in	2009.	
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