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Main description

Artists II is the second volume of Jason Schmidt’s ongoing photographic documentation of today’s most significant artists. From young to old creative forces, emerging to career- peaking, world-famous or as yet unknown, Schmidt’s images, captured over a period of twelve years, are an incisive look into the art world of today. Artists II depicts 166 artists, including John Baldessari, Ai Weiwei, Glenn Ligon and Cindy Sherman, in their studios or work environments, showing the practitioners in their most intimate moments—in the process of creation. A revealing text by each artist accompanies his or her portrait; some are literal descriptions of the encounter, others are poetic or enigmatic. Situated between portraiture and landscape, Schmidt’s photographs show art and artist in constant transformation, and form a comprehensive archive of contemporary artistic practice.

Biography
Jason Schmidt was born in 1969 in New York, and graduated from Columbia University in 1991 with a degree in art history. His photographs have been exhibited at institutions including the Museum of Contemporary Art in Los Angeles, The Martin Z. Marguiles Collection in Miami, and Deitch Projects in New York. Schmidt’s photographs have appeared in The New York Times Magazine, Vanity Fair, Harper’s Bazaar, The New Yorker, and V Magazine, among others. Schmidt lives and works in New York City. Edition 7L published Schmidt’s Artists in 2007.
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